
2021 Frenship High School Fall Percussion 

-Audition Info and Upcoming Dates- 

 

• Spring Game: May 14th @Peoples Bank Stadium (8th graders bus to FHS) 

• Percussion Camp: July 15,16,19th and 20th 8:00am-12:00pm, 1pm-4pm @FHS 

• Parent Performance: August 13th @Peoples Bank Stadium  

• Snare/Tenor Experience Camp: April 20th  

• Bass Drum/Cymbals Experience Camp: April 22nd  

• Front Ensemble Experience Camp: April 27th  

• Snare/Tenor Experience Camp: May 4th  

• Bass Drum/Cymbals Experience Camp: May 6th  

• Front Ensemble Experience Camp: May 13th  

• Battery/Front Ensemble Audition Day 1: May 17th  

• Battery/Front Ensemble Audition Day 2: May 18th  

 

                                          

                                           -Audition Cuts- 

 

This list is all of the exercises that will be on the 2021 battery/front ensemble audition.  

Please be prepared to perform these exercises at 3,6 or 9” and at a variety of tempos. Memorization and 

technical accuracy are key.  

*Required to be considered for a vibraphone or marimba spot since these are 4 mallet exercises. If you are 
not auditioning for either of those keyboard positions, you just need to worry about I.S.S, D-TU and D-Grid 2 in 
the specified keys.  

 

Battery: 

• I.S.S whole thing  
• Mission: D-TU whole thing 

• D-Grid 2 whole thing 

• Triple D’s whole thing 

 

Front Ensemble:  

• I.S.S in C,F and Bb whole thing 

• Mission: D-TU whole thing 

• D-Grid 2 in C,F and Bb whole thing 

• * Frenship Broccoli whole thing  
• * Surge Strokes whole thing  



This audition will serve as the marching band audition for the FHS Percussion program. We have a very 

exciting show planned this year, and I can’t wait to get started! This audition will be for spots in the varsity 

battery, front ensemble, and JV Drum Line. I encourage everyone to prepare more than one audition. We will 

have many returning members this coming year, so unfortunately not everyone will be able to have their 

first choice.  

The battery is another name for the drum line, these are the students who will march and play with a drum 

or a set of cymbals. These students are the pulse for the entire marching band. The layout for the section is 7 

snare players, 4 marching toms also known as “flubs”, 4 marching tenor players, 5 bass drums, and 5 

cymbals. These spots are very competitive to audition for, and there is limited availability in these positions. 

Everyone has to re-audition for any spot, but I often have many returning members in this caption.  

The front ensemble or “pit” is what we call the section of students who perform on keyboard and concert 

percussion instruments at the front of the field. The front ensemble plays the most out of any section in the 

band and sets up a lot of the musical transitions in the marching show. These students often play more than 

one percussion instrument, and always have unique performance opportunities in any production. These 

students are also all a part of the JV drum line, so each year they are given a well-rounded experience in the 

fall semester.  

To be placed in a percussion spot for this marching season, you must audition for a spot on 5/17 and or 5/18. If 

you do not make the spot that you audition for, you will still of course be able to perform with the JV drum 

line. Everyone including double reed players who want to be on the cymbal line or the front ensemble must 

take an audition. So please, practice thoroughly! 

The JV drum line is everyone that is already in the front ensemble so that those students have an instrument 

to play while we are in the stands during football games, pep rallies, and march over. Those specific 

placements, (snare, tenors, bass drum or cymbals) will be made during percussion camp in the summer.  

Varsity Cymbal Auditions: There is specific audition material for you as well. Please see the audition packet, 

as well as the links to the visuals so you can see how to perform them. I have also included an information 

sheet for an in-depth look at what we expect for these exercises. If you are auditioning for one of the 5 

cymbal spots, you must perform the visuals exactly as specified in this packet. Any visuals from previous 
seasons or “made up” visuals will not be considered in this audition. Please play exactly what is written to be 
considered for a spot.  

Rack Auditions: To be considered for a position on rack, you must perform everything in the front ensemble 

packet, but do not worry about doing so with four mallets.   

Piano and Synth Auditions: Please play the included excerpt with BOTH hands to be considered for a position 

on either Piano or Synthesizer.  

I have attached the audition material to this email for battery and front ensemble if anyone needs it. I have 

passed this out at school and have distributed this material to the middle school campuses as well. 

Additionally, I like to use a webpage as a resource for all of the material, technique videos, etc. The link is: 

www.frenshipband.com , if you remember this page from the past, it is no longer password protected. Just go 

to Ensembles > Percussion and it will take you to the page. The resources on this page are the best way to 

begin to prepare if you are an incoming freshman, or if you are looking to move to a different percussion 

instrument in the fall.  

http://www.frenshipband.com/


Lastly, I wish everyone auditioning for a position in the percussion program this fall nothing but the best of 

luck. I know this audition is not set up the way it has been in the past. Thank you all for trusting me and the 

process, and for understanding that change is necessary for growth in this activity.  

Please prepare everything to the best of your ability, and of course- don’t forget to ask questions. I am 

always happy to help in any way that I can. The best way to get in contact with me officially, or to set up a 

conference, is by email but I also have a Google Voice phone number that I use to answer quick questions.  

 

Best of luck!!  

 

Aaron Perez 

Percussion Director/Asst. Band Director  

Frenship High School  

aaronperez@frenship.us 

Office: 806-866-4440 ext. 1433 

Google Voice: 806-395-5085 

 

mailto:aaronperez@frenship.us

